
3nöianci legislature.
SENATE.

Satudt, Dec. ID.
The Set-at- e met.

eveial petition! wtn pteter.ted, h'u-- were refeire.
Mr Adams, on leave, ofleiel a resolution that the Gov-

ernor be leuuMfeJ to iiurn to tlie Sei t bill io smend
the ehartel of the Columbus, Nashville and B!o0.i:i:.gtoiJ
rs'ltoa ccir.Dacv t ate Died. I

Rrj.ort of Commillett.
By Mr Buck! that it is inexifdienl to legislate ou the

subject if divorcing from hei husband ieptt con-
cur led in.

Bjr Mr Herod, that the bill relative to the nie of foileited
school Ud'I t laid on the labia refcried to lha eommillcf
ou Education.

By Mr Buckles, that the bill to repeal the fjit f!vie of
section 175, chapter 40, of Ihe Revised Stalule of 1M3. be
indeRi.itely potp"ned ; repoit concurred in.

By Mr Head, that the bill relative ti iht acknowled- -

me Ii l of deeds be laid on tle tablet report concurred in.
By Mr Montgomery, a bill fur the relief of certain Pr-sot- .s

therein named of Warren coumy read twice and re-

ferred to tbe committee on Education.
Mr Eiugri moved that the select committee, tu which wa

re:'esed the bill to attach a pait f the county of Delaware
to the county Hlackford, be diirhaiged from the further
consideration theieof lost iye 17. noei 0.

Mr Hendricks reported a bill for the relief of Nancy C
Barrow of Jefferson county read twice ud referred to the
committee on tbe Judiciary.

Mr Allen reported back the bill I emend the charter of
the Ciawfordsvillc ioctiiote, without amendment, and re-

commend its passage t report concurred inland the bill pats
cd to a third leading.

Introduced.
By Mr Millikln, that the Senate will, the House concur-

ring therein, adjourn tine die, ou Monday, the 14th day of
January next.

Mr Miller moved to lay the resolution on the table lost
ayes 24, noes 25.
Mr Uubbaid moved to strike out the Uth and insert the

7tb.
Mr Berry moved to postpone the further Consideration of

the resolution till Saturday next eanicd.
By Mr Walpole, tt-i- i Ihe Governor inform the Senate how

many vacancies in the board of tresteea of the Indiana hos-

pital for the insane tie to be filled by the Legislature at the
present session ; adopted.

Bills Introduced.
By Mr Odell.a bill to amend the charter of tbe Lafayette

insurance company red flint time.
By Mr Aillikin, bill to regulate the tale or apirituoes

liquors i read first time, rules suspended, and the bill read a
second time.

Mr Hendricks moved to lay tbe bill on the table and print
100 copies for the ue of the Senate j lost ate 17, noes
29.

On motion, the Senate adjourned.
AFTERNOON 8aIO?f.

Mr Herod moved to lake up the bill to amend the charter
ef the Columbus, Nashville and Bloomingten railroad com-

pany.
Mr Adams moved to concur in the amendments or the

Huse, with au amendment t carried.
Mr Hart.nck, on leave, presented the pe'ition of 1200 cit-

izens, akiD3 for a new county ; rcfened to a icleci commit-

ter.
Mr Rousseau, on leave, introduced a bill to incorporate

the Point Commerce bridge Company read twice and lefer-e- d

to ihe committee on Corporations.
Mr Dale, on leave, introduced a bill to incorporate tiro

Clinton and Illinois plank load company; reaJ twice and
referred to the committee t-- Corporations.

Mi Houghton, on leave, introduced a bill to authorise the
board of county commissioners of Davies county to cow-promi- se

ceitain si.it against the secuiities f Friend Spears,
Ja'e treasuier of said county j read thiee times and passed.

Mr iVcCaitv.on leave, intiodured a bill to ment the act
creating the Marion conit of common pleas ; ied fust lime.

Mr McCarty, on leave, introduced a bill to vaca'e certain
krr-- e f water .OJer on 'be Cential cam' ; read fist time.

JJ&s on t'itir Third Reading.
A bill to pieveul frauds upon the revenue ; passed.
A till to amend ihe act authorizing tua b ard of coinmrs-- a'

mersof Ca, count v to Wime tordi r'"!.
A till o ineiease the pet diem allowance of the prubate

of Fountain roomy i tasted.
A ti:i to ametd the chatter of she city of Richmond;

ptJed.
A bill to enable the Indiana year ty medin of Hie .eli-gio- us

society i f Ki tends to holJ and drs;-o- tf property;
J

A bill incorporating the trustees of the Ilarlsile acae- -
n y ; caj-c- d-

A L ill to amrud the cbai'er of tbe Madison uuuiancc corn-pa- ny

; ufirrrd 'o a stlfct committer.
A tü! tu incoriorat ih Mad.aoa gas light company ;

passed
A ti:l io income l!,c Kushville and Natt mi rud platk

roa 4. comj any ; pr.:d.
itouse t''l to ir.cur(orake ilie Aoteiisart live slock insu- -

rapce Ci topinjr ; pasrd
Hne bill to extend the prrvi4n of an act Iheiein

named to ihe n.untres cf lluurington and Whitley ; passed.
Tbe bill proviJing Tor the call of a convention of the peo--

pT tf the Slate of Ii dist a to ievie, amend or alter the
rcnstitution of niJ Slate was taken up, and the questi .n
tiein- - on Wr E ldy ' motion to rrMn.mil the bill with insliuc-ir- s

that the cummitiee distiict the State, Rivine one deie-H- 'e

to ech dU'rict, proviJt J the whole number of delegate
sUalt not exceed one hundred and thirty.

Mr Miller called for a division of ihe question ; and the
q jetton being on recommitting the bill, tl Senate refused
t nermmil the bill ayes 9, rn.es 20.

Mr HaiTey mored to strike out the aecoird section of the
ti'. and inaeit in heu thereof his amendment providing for
dtstnctinj the Sta;e.

Mr Buckles moved O lay Mr Hatvey'a amendment on ihe
t ; cirrnii syes CS. in es 21.

Mr Ccndjit moved ! ameod tlie bill, o that II. e delegates
t Ibe c- - nrentioti hall be elected by representative disliicts
a af poriiimed for 1S30, each district to be entitled to at
trat ore delrgate; disiiicts that polled for Ptesidrnt in 1H4S

2.0C0 and lr-- s than 3.000 votes, two delegates j 4,000 Votes
and over, four delegates.

Mr Buckles moved to lay Mr Conduit's amendment on the
table i eanicd aye 26, noes 22.

The question being on the adoption of Ihe amendment
proposed by the committee, piovidiog foi the elect!m of del-

egate ts ihe convention by senatoual distiict, each district
to he entitled to two df legt'e,

Mr. Walpole aarJ that it waa iraportaot that every inter-e- at

should be fairly represented in the convention. The
people are about to cuter into a compact, which be trusted
would snJ for age. Mr. W. said that in ancient times,
it was the custom for II the people to aseemlde and frame
the lawa that should govern them; but as the members of
society increased and scattered over a large exteut of terri-

tory, thi mode of making lawa became impracticable, and
tbe people from Deceenty resorted to the repreeenlative
yatem. He said it was the duty of the Legislature to

keep the Representative as near the people aa possible ; in
(hat way the sentiments of the people will be fairly repre-

sented in the convention. It is not a question of dollars
cd cents ; the people when tbey voted for a convention,

did not take into consideration the cost. All the people ask
ia that a convention shall be callrd, and a constitution
framed containing provisions coinciding with ihe opinions
of the people of the State of Indiana. The amendment
proposed by the committee is that two delegates shall be
elected from each Senatorial district. Now sir, if this
amendment is adopted, the small counties will not be rep-
resented in that convention. The people of the large
counties will be inclined to exercise the power which they
possess, and elect citizens of their own couoty as delegate
to the convention. And tne convention will then be com
poaej of delegates from the old and populous counties, and
tie voice of those residing in the new counties will not be

bttard in the convention, their opioiona will not be rrpre
eebted. uJ a constitution thus made wonld be in violation
of the rights of tbe people residing in the new counties ;
tbe July of the Legislature, said Mr. W., is plain ; let the
people be fairly represented and they will be satisfied.

He bad heard no Senator assign any good reaeon why
delegates should not bo elected by Representative districts ;

re Senators in favnr of disfranchising the people who re--
id in the inn!! counties? If this amendment is adopted

auch will be it elTcct. Tbe object of this convention is to
frame a constitution that shall reflect the enlimeoU of the
peop'e of every couuly in the State ; such a constitution
would bs received favorably by tbe people, but a constitu-
tion framed by A convention where the people were not
fairly represented, when submit' nl to the people for their
ra!:neatiua would be rejected. He had heard no tSenaior
advance ati argument ; none couli be advanced in favor of
electing tLe delegate by Senatorial district. He bo:d
therrfore, that ihe amendment of the committee would not
be adopted.

Mr. Wrod Slid he was in fvr of delegates being elect d
te the cunveDtiun, by Representative distiku. Senates ha4
nhjcrttd to this mode of electing delegates Iwan tae num-
ber vrojl i be t m gieat; and the coal of tiie convention would
be increased. And it had been suggested that if tire pco,.l
were not inly represented in the convention) liter couid le-j- ad

tie cnt;s(i!u('U, when it was submitted 'o them foi their
ippicr.il or ifji'ction; this iv liue, but wouH it rot be bellet
policy t nuke 3 cji.s'i'.uii.-D- , coutanun provrsivus cin-i-r'ir- f

with the views ar.. sentiments of the people, winch
would b adopted by (htm; Ihoub it t.Yu'.d e t more; t.ai
tt submit a couvii'u'ion at an expense of per hap our bun
died thousand d l!ri, which would be rejected. He thought
tbe best policy, was, to have a convenli i nf delegates, who
w old rep eser.l ty the sentimentj and Oj i riacs of every
fail of tne State.

Mr. Hubbiid ard he was opposed to aoy ameoJment
h.h propoed to elect a larjei number of delticats than

Cue huirdud. tit believed that a eonventi-- eraped of
one uundit J delrsatea.oul.l act a esltaly, deliberate as welt,
aud mtsi a cons'i-u'- i n that would be a acceptable to the
people of the Siate of Indiana, as one made by a cor. ven'ioti
eompoaei of a gieater number of delegates. He said it was
not bra iMention to disess the ptopa-i- tl o now before the
bcaatci it would result in no good, Senators tsd no doubt

mJe v l''r n,rd l9t A'"1 to asia the tea- -
aau which bad iufiuenctd bun in voting sgainsr the S'nenJ-mcn- 's

whkb bad beeo aubmitted to the bcuate.
Mr Dole said that li e amendment of the committee pro-pos- ai;

tj elect tv delegatei fro--n suc Senatorial dMtkt;
ihr was ktuCarr and nejvat, and he had nol iutended to have
said a word ia ralatica hj the ameodmeot But wbta be aw

Senators vote to lay everr amendment on Ihe table, which
provide for a diiTirier.t mo-t- r f el-cr- delegates than by
Senatoiisl di.stiict; he fell railed upon to protest against the
adoptkn of tliis amrndmenti as unjit and unfjir. The
couirtio of Parke and Vermillion, which he had ihr honor to
represent; polled ovri four thousand votes and would be er-litl- ei,

if the amendment was adopt-- d, to two delegates.;
whilnt the coonty cf Knox wi'h only seventeen hundred
voles, would be entitled to two delegates, dris was manifest-
ly wron , ard he trusted 'hat Senators wool ! not pis a bill

f 'he importance that this was which had for its object, the
KsgB' nf a convention t' frame a cmn'rution. which would
tjjndj'ae people of the Slate of Indiana perhaps for ajej
con'sining the ptcvii mi t f ihe sm t dttrnl, which wete un-

just, unfair and inrrp-'liM- " He hoped that the Senate w-u'-

adopt aome amendment whereby the rittfrrent counties in the
f late, would be fail I v represented in the convention accoid-in- g

to the numlwr of votes in each county.
Mr. McCartr said ha de.ricd to have no advantage- - foe the

county of Marion, over any other. He was of the pinion
that if ihe enale would fi I fix the n um der of delegates
tat hoold curHHiH I lie ronvvnli n. ad Iben Ihe m.tiiierof
leciii'g rhem. it would facilitate the acrionrT Ihe Senate on

the bill. Much lime lud been occupied in g thif
bill, and he hoped that aome krnduf a compromise would be
etT.cted.

Mr. Koustrcaa said he hoped the amendment propoaed
by the committee would nt he adopted.

The amendment filed the delegation to the convention,
at tve from, each iSenainjisI District. This sir, is mani-

festly ui just and unequal. Dy it air, Knox county with
bar l,70b voters, will have the same representation that
the Vigo District with its 6,000 vote will have. And thie
air, is not the only instance in which its injustice is shown.
More then a dozen instances in which the injustice would
be nearly as great, coulJ be named. He had taken nine
of Ihe larger Senatorial Districts, and nine of the smaller,
end subtracting the number of votes of the smaller, from
the number of votes of the larger, there is a difference of
nearly 17,000 vetes, leaving in these large district?, 17,000
unrepresented in the convention. 17,000, air, nf the votere
of the State whose voice would be alinVJ in the conven-
tion ! If the object in calling a convention to change the
constitution be, to gl an eipresston of the sense of the
peop'e aa to the chat:g desired, and that all might bo rep-

resented and the rights of all protected, does this amend-
ment answer the purpose 1 No one could say that it did.
No one could say that the people of the larger Senatorial
Districts were properly represented, when more than one
half of them could never be beard in the convention. The
people in theae districla would not be satisfied with the
inequality. That his own district of 4,000 voles would
not be contented with the same number of delegatea that
was given to Knox with her 1,700. That if it was not
intended that the people of the State should be equally
represented, if a few aie to draft a new constitution, why.
let a half dozen of tbe best men we have be employed to
do it, and let it be aubmitted to the people for their appro-
val.

Why, air, go thronen the farce of calling convention of
the people through their delegates, if the tckolt people were
not allowed a voice in that convention t Such injustice
would prompt the people tu teceive with disfavor and lis-Ir- u-t

tbe tesulis of the labors or the convention. A differ,
ent course ouhl to be taken i ihe peop'e should te justly
and equally represented in the convention, and they would
then look forward with confidence aud wiih hope, fur the
new constitution. It should be endorsed by their friendly
anticipation.

But there is snother objection to this plan of a similar
character. Tbe delega'es are to be elected by dittrictt com-
posed of several coumies. The result will be tlüt the lar-

ger counties will swallow up the smaller ones, and n small
county in Ihe State could be represented in the convention.
The larger counties would electa the drlegates, and tbe
srniller ones wouIJ have fined upon the n such delegales as
the lancer counties might see pioper t elect.

And if this plan be adopted, why allow ihe smaller coun-
ties any deleaiiou They would do as well without it, for
snrh a delegation as the larger counties would give them
they would get, and no mine. Then whv cheat I hem with
the mof kery of a delegation when you place it i tbe power
of oibei to take it from them ?

He as-e- d senators favoring tiiis proposition to do justice
to Ihe pc'ipls atl over tlie State; to allow them a fair and
equal lepre scnUtiosi ; to be just to themselves at np.csent-a'iv-es

uf the whok-- State.
ile hoped that ihe amendment wool. I not he adopted hut

that an ameirdintut Wi.uld be adopted containing provisions
fair and j'ist, i tint the will of the people of every portion
of the Sute mihl I fairly represented in that convention.

Mr Aontmery sail he did not intend lo have engaged in
i!ii diru5iin, but as he hid been alluded tt by the Senator
f.cm Greene, (Mr Rousseau.) as well a other senitr. Ire
deemed it but jinti. j him-ei- f to say som- - thin,?, a lie did
lint trull t ) be placer i.i a false pout ion before lire Senate.
The senator ficm Gtcene, tail Mr M.tdil him great iiju- -
lice when he slated that he had opposed every mrnd nei.t
that had been presented witb the view to finally farce upon
them the amendment of the committee. Iii opposition and
the opposition of those with whom he had the b nor to act,
grew nut of ihe fact that ihey thought ihey saw a dispoirion
on the pait of the minority to compel the majirri'y to yield,
ai d permit the old and heavy populated counties to t wallovr
up the small ones. If this was tbe intention of aenitois, he
thought that they were becoming convinced that they would
not succeed in their eüoil. He had on yesterday, said Mr
M., submitted what be regarded as a compromise proposition

i proportion that, whiie it did ample justice lo the old
counties, peimilled the newer and more sparsely populated
couti'iei at (he tame time lo be heard in the piopnsed con-

vention. But from some cause, he knew nt what, it did
nut niett with favor from those oo the opposite side of the
question j and from none had it received less favn than from
the senator from Gieene. Iam willing, s i id Mi M., that
this matter shall be compromised and if senatois approach-
ed him in the true spirit of compromise, he waa ready tu
meet them ; but no action of his, nor vote which he might
give, he would inform senators in adraoce, should be d ine
or given io any oihei way other than to enable the people of
tbe new counties lo be beaid in Ihe convention ; tbey bad a
light lo be hcaid, and he called upon those who were repre-
senting the iu'eiests rf these counties to firmly adhere to
the o they bad taken, unless senatois manifested a
disposition to rompioniise this difficulty, in a spirit of libei-ali- ty

toward those representing tbe mote sparsely populated
counties. If Ihey proposed to do this, said Mr M-- , he was
ready, he repealed, to meet them on such a eompromi-e- .

Mr llardiu moved to amend Ihe amendment lo the second
section, by striking out so much as proviJe for two delegates
to each senatorial dislii' t, and insertThat tbe said conven-
tion shall consist of a number of delegates equal to the num.-b- et

of organised counties in the State, together with the
number or senatorial distiictt; each county shall elect one
delegate, except tbe counties uf Wayne, Betitou and Jasper.
The county of Wayne shall elect two delegates, the coun-
ties of Benton and Jasper shall elect one delegate jointly,
and each senatorial district, as the same is now districted,
shall elect one delegate ; pending which,

On moti n, the Senate adj ruined.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
Saturday, Dec. 29, 1840.

Petitions t$-c-
.. Presented.

By Messrs ('ravens, Farnsley, Brown of S., (by Mr
Brown from citizens nf Shelby vi lie on the subject uf tem-
perance,) May, Dodd, Hicks, Summers, and Allen,
mostly mi the subject of temperance which were referred

Reports from Committees.
Mr Mickle, from the committee on ways and means,

reported back the bill for the more apendy comfiletinn nf
the Indiana Hospital lor the Insane ; which waa ordered
to he eiieros.srid.

The bill relativ to feos? oT clerks of Probate courts was
indefinitely postponed.

Dy Mr Edwards, a bill in relation to the delinquent
taxes in Adams; passed.

Mr Levistuo, from Hie committee on corporations, re-

ported bnek the bill to amend the charter of the Knights-tow- n
and Shelby ville railroad company; which was read

2d and 3d times and passed.
Mr Witheri reported back the bill to amend the char-

ter of toe Indianapolis and Uellefbntaine railroad compa-
ny ; read 3d time and passenf.

The bill tu inrorporate the Vevay, Mount Sterling and
Versailles turnpike company waa reported back, read e
3d time and passed.

Mi Elder reported a joint resolution, providing for the
chase of additional lands for the Deal and Dumb Asy-ur- n

; passed to a 2d reading.
Mr IJrown of 11., from the committee on corporations,

reported back the bill to incorporate the Indianapolis and
Cincinniiti railroad company, with a mend menu.

Sir Wilson moved to re-co- rn mil the bill to a select
committee l nine; which motion prevailed.

Mr Edwards moved In reconsider the vote last given.
An animated discussion here took place, in which

Mer. Mmray, Brown of S., r.dwnrd, Knowlton, Hun-
ter and Cravens participated. The vote was taken and
the House refused to reconsider the vote.

MeHM. Wilson, Murray, Cravens, Spencer, Hicks,
Alhon, Shepnrd, Lane and Edwards were appointed the
commit tec.

Mr Ld wards offered a resolution, that the select com-
mittee Un requested to report on Tuesday mnriiin neat.

Mr Brown of S. moved to amend, so aa lo make Shel-
by ville a point ; not adopted.

Mr Knowlton moved to strikn nut "Tnesdaj" and in-

sert 'sthe earliest praclicnhle pvriod" adopterl.
'I ii resolution, aa amended, was then adopted.
On motion, the House adjourned.

afteknoo: SKIOM.
Mr Caldwell, on leave, reported a bill for an appropria-

tion of $'2,000 fr a State Fire Engine for the use of the
Slate prinon ; rend twice and ordernd to be engrossed.

Mr Spencer introduced a bill to atraigli'en the line be-twe- eii

Dearborn and Ohio counties ; read twice end re-
ferred.

Orders of the Dy.
The Hon resumed Hie consideration of the bill rela-

tive to agricultural societies the question pending, being
on the indefinite postponement of the bill ; which motion
was decider) in the negative, ayes 35, noes 49.

Mr Connor moved to amend, so that fifty dollars shall
he paid out of county treasuries to each society that may
nnanize ; when,

On motion of Mr Prather, the bill and amendment
were referred to Ilia cummitturr of w.-.y- s and means.

The bill to eiempl hoineatrads from execution, to the
value of $400 was read a Sd lime ; when,

Mr Brown of IL moved that the bill be laid anon the'table.

Mr Pralher said, in view of l!is near approach of lha
Convention to amend Ihn Constitution, he thought legis-
lation inexpedient at this aes-io- n, and would therefore
move that the bill be l.iid upon the table; which arotion
did not prevail, ayea 10, noes CD.

Mr Reed moved the previous question ; which was
seconded.

The bill waa referred to a select committee.
Mr Withers moved instructions to the committee to

strike out "$400" and insert "$500."
Mr Ross moved that the committee eonist of one from

each judicial circuit ; carried.
The bill nt the House t amend the charter of the Co-

lumbus, Nashville and Blonmington railroad company
waa taken tip and the amendments of the Sonate concur-
red in, and the bill ii now a law when the Governor
sign it.

The hill fur the benefit uf Lewis Chapell waa rend a
31 time and passed ; also, the bill for the relief I Kane
Dockcry ; also, to repeal an act concerning sheriff in
Martin county ; also, to locale a Stat road in Vigo aud
Clay counties ; also, concerning treasurer of Kosciurko
and Knox.

The joint resolution in opposition to the agitation of
tue Wilmol provi-- o was read a ancond lima, end, on mo-

tion of Mr Shepard laid on ihe table, ayea 54, noes 33.
The bill to amend the act relative lo county treasurera

was read 3d time and passed ; also, the bill for the re
lief ul annah S. Martin.

Mr Lane presented a bill to incorporate the Indianapo
lis and Sptingfiei'J, Illinois, plank road company; read
twice ann referred.

The bill to divorce America Butler was indefinitely
postdoned.

Mr Withers introduced a bill more effuctuallr to ore- -
vent miatakee by branding cattle ; passed to a 2d reading.

ihe joint resolution in relation to Ihe barbarous, cruel
and inhuman treatment of Austria towards Hungary waa
reaa a second time ana oraernri to oe engrossed provi-
ding that unless a different course be pursued that official
intercourse be suspended with Austria.

Mr Robinson of I), introduce-- ! bill to amend the
charter nf the Uushville and Lawrenccburgti railroad
company ; passed tn a second rending.

Mr Pratlier introduced a resolution, that a select com
mittee nf five be appointed, to enquire into the expedien-
cy of letting nut ihe printing, stationery and binding to
tne lowest respoirsrnie bidder.

Mr Cravens rnovod that the resolution be laid upon the
tame.

Messrs. Lane and Pralher called for' tbe ayes and
noes; when

On motion of Mr Wilson, the House adjourned.

SENATE.
Monday, December 31.

Senate met
Petitions, 6cc. Presented.

By Mr Evans, a temperance memorial; referred to i it
leet committee.

By Mr Graham, a temperance petition; referred to a se
leet committee

By Mr Read of C, cf citizens of Clark county, relative
to the establishment of an orpbaa asylum; laid on tbe
table.

By Mr Buckles, of citinens r.f Delaware county relative
to ihe salary of prosecuting attorney in said couoty ; refer
red to Ihe committee on Finance.

Messrs Hooa-hlon- , AfcCarty, Dawson snd Buckles present
ed petitions, which were teferred without resding.

heprtrt of Committees.
Mr Eurkles, from the committee on the Judiciary, te port-

ed back the bill providing f r an enumeration of the white
male inhabitants of the Stale of Indiana, with one amend-
ment, n pen the adopti n of which they recommend ite pis-sa- ge

; report concurred in, amendment adopted, and the bill
read a second time, and lecommitted to the committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr Hero.t, that the bill authorising justices of the
peace to solemnise marriages belaid on the table) report
concuned in.

Hy Af Ht-io- that it is inexpedient to change ihe law rel-
ative to the retuinof exrcutioua issued by justices or the
peace ; renoii concuired in.

- By Mr Sleeth, that it is inexpedient to amend the law rel-
ative to interest ou money ; lep rt concurred in.

Senate adjourned.
ArrxAirooir session.

The Senate me.
The PiesiJsnt laid befoie the Senate Ihe following com-

munication from His Excellency, the Governor, which wis.
laid on the table and five huudied copies ordered to be
printed.
Gentlemen of the Senate :

Hill of the Senate No. 121, an act t. amend an act enti
tled " Air act to incorporate Ihe Cra wfordsville and Wsbash
Railroad Company," approved January the 19th, 1846, and an
act amftiditory the.e'o, approved February the 15th, 1848,
navnif ncen presented I r approval. I have determined lo
wirhhold my signature f r. m the bill, learing il lo become a
law, utidv r the cntiMitutinn, withnnt theeiecutive appiovtl.

It is the constitutional duty of the Executive, from time
to time, lo five le ihe General iuf.omalion of tbe
aQaiia of Ibe State, and lecoramend io their consideraiion
such measures as he may derm expedient ; and I have deem-
ed the preseut a fitting opporluoi'y to present for the consid-
er it io of your body certsiu measures of modrfication which.
tu n y judgment, would be lutry, by way of limiting the
powers which the bill above referred to and others of a sim-
ilar character will confer.

I should have letumed Ihe bill lo the Senate with a state
ment of my objections, if it had been an original proposition
for a woik not commenced; but the work having been en-
tered upon, and lar inveetments having been made in its
slock by individual and corporate subsciipiion, I feel disin-
clined lo do any thing which might have the effect to imper
ii the important iuierets alieady embaiked in the enter-
prise. Thia disinclination is enhanced by a diffidence natu-
rally growing out of my very iccent investment with the
executive functions, and the proper period not having ar
lived for me to pient to the Legislature Ihe usual aonual
communication, embodying views of State policy iu general,
wnicn riquuvs time iur maiuuo.

I desne to call your attention stronr.lv to the reneral
facrs connected wuh ihe prosecution of works of internal

to invoke ;

the or otherwise disposed
with the general principles of this bill. The impression is
strong upon my own mind that we may find in such a view
of facts matter for caution, and hints our guidance
which a proper zeal for the public wetfaie will not ncrmit
us to disiegaid.

Irrespec'ive of the qaesii.n as to the propriety f coun-
ties and cities in their corporate capacity subscribing lo
stock of such works, it is clear that when such subscrip
tions aie made, the interet which Ihe counties and cities
hold, should be suuounded by safeguards of Ihe most un-

questionable security.' From this consideration alone, it is
submitted that il would be improper lo invest ihe diiecto-t- y

nf any com pa ty 'nh unlimited power In sll bonds at
any rate ot discount they may please to make, and tuesuse
them to bear any rate of interest however exorbitant. Is
it not the duty of the law making power t-- i piotect the tax
payers of Ihe subciitiing counties from encioachment, es
pecially when Ibe irrevocable character of auch bonds is
considered f

But this objection lo the unlimited rate of interest and
discount, is gically stieng'hened by a consideration of the
vast number of enterprises of ibis character io this and Ihe
adj lining States ; and ibe probable effect of their prosecu-
tion upon our financial condition Facts of recent occur-
rence aie full of instruction on this sutjcL The lesson
that a aimilar state uf things taught ihe people of the old
world, I tust are not f.rg men. There, these enterprises
have already leceived a severe check, and it would seem
that the spirit of speculatim has beeo transferred from that
field nf operation, in a ureal measure, lo thia country.

Here, similar scenes are now being enacted ; not U the
same extent, it may be, but unlets a prudent foresight in-

terpose its salutary checks, there is ground for ibe appre-
hension that results equally disastrous will bere ensue.

.We are advised that one of the first moneyed huiea of
the old world has lately established a branch in our great
commercial metropolis thus preparing foi actioo, regarding
this aa the peculiir field f tt auch operation ; and, from the
very fact that it becomes neces-ar- y uow, in view of the in-

terest of certain companies in the prosecution of these
woiks, to ask leave to pay a higher laieof inteicat than
usual, a.'d to sell their b n li at whatever amount tbey may
agree to receive, ia evidence of a stiong pressure, or other-
wise of an oveiadion in this branch nf enterprise.

Indiana has had such a lesun on the subject of the pros-ecu'i- m

of woiks of a aimilar character, that we shall be
justly chargeable with a want of pindence, if we fall agiin
into a hire difficulty, wiihtjut haviug mrdo some exertion lo
avoid the disaster. If ihe moneyed upeiatijus of these
companies sie eonfiueJ tj tbe oidiuary anl safe methods of
conducting buduess; if large debts aie not contracted, at
heavy rates of interest, or at a ruinous discount then, in
cac of a geneial pirsuie, the worst That could bsppeu would
bs a suspension nf the work.

Hut consider what wuuld be the effect, if by a general
monetary revlusion, such a wo. k should be ancstcd, while in
the midst of its active operations, if bunhened with the ob-
ligation lo pay heavy tales of interest, and at the same lime,
with no part of the woik so finished, as lo be susceptible
of producing revenue.

Extend this example over Ihe whole Slate, and would
we fee, but m iter ills of these woiks biought under the
hammer, Ibe Isnd pledged lo them disposed uf at f need sales,
to the C''ijtei nation of tbe too cooüJinj occupants, snd the
lax-pave- rs of a subscribing county, groaning uuder a bur-
densome ispositi'iu for the purpose uf paying the intoteit on
a stock which pays uu dividends? ,

Wheu a r-- te f iuterest is established by law, and when,
as with us, the tair is hijjh as com pars. 1 wi'h commcicUl
rates, il is g d policy, not to permit exceptions to the rule,
exe-p- i in extreme cases, aud then there should be a limit.

In case under eonsideiatiou, it seems to me, thai public
policy points plainly U the cnloicemHit of the rule witbin
a given limit.

1 1 might be safe, and eveu deairab'e, to permit the sale
of Bonds at somewhat leas than the par of State Bonds,
of the rate nf interest, but the experience of the
Mate, admonunea ua, that the discretion, in such cases.
should have its limits defined.

It is a remarkable fact, that in every instance that has
come under my observation, where this power is sought
lo be given to the directors of companies to borrow mon
ey, or make aalea of Bonds, without limit or restriction,
that in the first instauce, acts of Incorporation have been
passed by Ihe legislature, in which no such power is given,
and that countiea in good faith have taken stock in aaid
companiea: that subsequently amendments have been
made from time to tune, until now itns UnlimiUd power
is asked.

It is suggested with greet deference, whether the adding

I

of this power, would not he a violation of the faith upon
which tbe people of ihe several countiea, in their corporate
name, have heretofore taken alotk in tbe various compa-

nies nf the State.
It is said that ihe bill referred to. d n t authorize the

selling cf the U.. ml of l!ie counties, or the hypathecating
of them at any rate of intcre1, that may be agreed Upon.

V hile thia is. irerhans. true, it is iliniculi for me lo per
ceive the diiTerenci Irer wern giing the power expressly, io J

relstion to th bond of the cou-.tos- . nr tnanmg tbe same
unlimited power, applicable alone l" the erock of the com-

pany, or the borrowing of money. If you affect the stock
by exorbitant intereai. or etl the bunds of the company,
l a ruinous sacrifice. 11 iiiu- -t all-- cl the Count" block, as

well as that nf the ciiizu. Ail are con-ecre- together
f.ir the welfare of ihn work and the adoption uf a princi
ple that is calculated lo injure the one wilt th others.

The jection to this want of limit, in the rate of inter
est to be paid for money borrowed, and in the sai oi
Blocks, is. that it gives a p wer ivhrth is lihlo t great
abuse, and may involve the nv- -t ruinous consequences;
and I cannot hut tlnn'i that the legislature, in confering
such a power, havi failed lo consider, with the requiaite
maturity, all the ahusee to which it ia liahle. We know
not who are to hoU the places of Directors of these corpora
tions, with tbe .tgM thus to ofTdr, in market, the stock of
companiea and to borrow money. Prudence requires that
we should guard against every possible stale of things that
may arise.

Is private credit exhausted in this State, that it is now
asked to exhaust the public credit, as far as possible, by
offering in our public and deliberate acta nf legislation, to
pay any rate of interest, however large, and to sell in mar
ket our credit for any price to raise money 1

Does the public pulse throb with feverish anxiety,
aa to make us capable of all thiat If ao. it is time that at
leaat a?l considerate men should pause and ask themselves
the question, What will be the consequence and end if
these things are permitted thua to go on I

But upon what principle and fur what purpose is it pro
posed to issue bonds, or other ob'igitions of the uenomina
lion of fifty dolisrst If for the purpose of borrowing mo-

ney, that object could be belter accomplished by issuing
them of the denomination of one, two, or five hundred
dollars. If they are issued.for the purpose of paying for
work and labor, as a matter of convenience it would seem
that that could be accomplished by one ahare of stock in
said company being taken, in place of the bond, or other
obligation of the eame amount.

It occurs to me, that the effect of putting into circulation
thoae bonds, and other obligatione of the denomination of
fifty dollars, by tbe various compsntes of the state, will be
to make them a kind of circulating medium. Thus they
would pasa from hand to band as a currency, and when
depreciation should occur, it would fall, as all depreciations
of currency do, upon the labor of the country. It u very
rare, that auch a los is felt by the more opulent portions
of community. They are watchful, and prepared for tbe
event ; but the unsuspecting laborer is too frequently found
with the ftuils of bis labor in such a currency, while the
more vigilant has passed the same away ou the first
proach of alarm.

If we shall hold a firm and st jady hand, exhibit to the
speculator of our own stale, and the capitalist abroad, that
we are determined to keep all our past engagements failh
fully, that we regard our state, county, and individua
credit, not as mere empty sound and promisee, but that
which is real and substantial, and worth preserving. In
diana will be able to obtain all the funda ahe may need to
proaerute her works, at a proper rate of interest, will
move forward with increasing energy, ber resources will
be developed, and in a short time, by ber Canls, Rail
and Plank Roads, will present the greatest chain of im-

provements of any State of the Union.
But if in thia hour, the turning point in her second

history of improvements, we overleap Ihe proper bounds,
trifls with our credit, place in men's hands that power,
unlimited, that they, in a moment of cxciteuiont and
phrenzy, may employ, to the prostration of our whole cre-
dit, through a laudable zeal to advance their peculiar work,
we shall repent fur years that we have had part nr lot in
the matter. JOSEPH A. WRIGHT.

December 31, 1849.

Bill on their third reading.
A bill to amend the liunisville Academy; passed.
A bill to amend the charter of the Crtwfurdsville In-

stitute; p.isaed.
The bill to provide for tbe call of a convention or the

people of the State nf Indiana, to reviae, amend, or alter J

ihe constitution of laid Stale, was taken up, and the
question being upon t'le adoption of Mr. Hardin's amend'
merit,

Mr. Hubbard movid to lay Mr. Hardin's amendment
on the table; lost, ayes 17, noes 27.

The question recurring upon the adoption of Mr. Har-
din's amendment, carried, a) es 27, noes 19.

. And the question being upon the adoption of the
amendment proposed by the committee, as amended by
the Senate,

Mr. Ellis moved lo lay the amendment, aa amended, on
the table ; carried ayea 27, noea 18.

Several amendments were adopted, and the bill was
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time on

Mr. Ellia offered a reaolution Hint when the Senate ad-

journs it will adjourn to meet on Wednesday morning at
ten o'clock; adopted.

On motion, the Senate adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE.
Mohbat MomniHo. Dec. 31, 1849.

Petiiiom tSfC. Presented.
By Messrs. Salter, Beard, Gessie, Holcomb, Stewart,

Campbell, Dougherty of B., Mickle, Hill, May, Weaver,
Delevan, Barker. Edwards. Murray. Huev. Bird. Hum--

Reports frum Committet.
By Mr- - Mickle, a bill with en amendment, that market

houses, engine houses, &c., shall hereafter be exempt
from taxation, ; adopted, and bill ordered to be engrossed.

By Mr. Edwards, a bill relative to a receiver io Chan-
cery in St. Joseph ; passed.

By Mr Spencer, a bill to secure the more prompt pay-
ment of road tax providing that no property aliall he
exempt un executions for road taxes ; passed to a 2d read-

ing.
' Uy Mr Carnahan of F., n bill for the relief of certain

persona in Fulton county ; passed to a 2d reading.
By Mr Graves, a bill relative to hawkers and pedlers

providing for a tax of $15 per annum in each county.
with an exception of tin-war- e, pottery, sugar, coffee, &c.f
the vending ot which are not to be taxed; laid on the
table to await further amendment.

By Mr Leviaton, a bill to incorporate the Danville.,
North Salem and Crawfordsville plank road company ;
read time and passed.

By Mr Withers, a bill to incorporate the truateesof the
friuceton t emale Uollege ; wrdeied to be engrossed.

By Mr Brown of 11., a bill to incorporate the INubles- -
ville bridge company ; ordered to be engroaaed.

uy Mr rarnslev, a bill to enable the inhabitants or
Huntington and Whiitay tu construct plank roads; or
dered to be engrossed.

Mr Brown oi R. reported back the bill to extend the
powers of the Sbelbyville lateral railroad company, the
Knightstown and Shelby ville railroad company and Uush-
ville and Shelbyville railroad; authorizing said compa
nies to merge said road a into one, and authorizing a road
from Shelbyville lo Indianapolis.

Un motion or Mr ttobinaun ot u. tne bill tor the pre-
sent waa laid upon the table.
"Mr Edwards reported back the joint resolution in rela-

tion to railroad from St. Louis to the Pacific, with an
amendment, adopting, aa the sentiment of Indiana, the
resolutions adopted at the St. Louis Convention, io favor
of one great trunk road to the Pacific, with three branch
roads to Chicago, St. L,oma and Memphis; also, tlie re
solutions adopted at Memphis, one ol which is in favor
of a survey ol the different routes by the General Gov
ernment.

Mr Carnahan of P. moved that the report nf the com-
mittee be laid upon tlie table; which motion did not pre-
vail, ayes 19, noea 70.

The amendment of the committee waa concurred in,
the bill rend a third time and passed.

Br Mr Hart, a bill to extend the powers of president
and trustees of Columbus ; passed.

By Mr Miller or AI. and I"., a bill to organize tne
county of Stark ; read twice and ordered tn be engrossed.

By Mr Dodd, a bill tn authorize auditor of Grant to
loan money to trustees of Grant Seminary;

By Mr Pralher, a bill authorizing the building of a
bridge in Jenninga county ; referred.

By Mr Good win, a bill authorizing commissioners of
Davie's to compound a certain claim; passed tn a second
reading.

The bill regulating the licensing of traveling merchants
and pedlers was taken up amended and the bill ordered
tu be engrossed. .

Mr Ruaaell reported back bill of . the Senate to amend
the charter of the Centra! plank road company, with
amendments providing that ten miles shall be constructed
during the year lc0 east and ten miles west of Indiana-
polis. Thus amended Ihe bill passed.

By Mr Huey, a bill to amend the common school law,
in relation to assessing an additional lax in Jay, to that
provided in the 13ifi section ; passed to a 2d reading.

By Mr Spencer, a bill to improve Laughery creek;
passed tn a 2d reading.

By Mr Sheriod, a hill providing fr the election nf pro-
secuting attorney in circuit, and repealing the law au-

thorizing cot.My prosecutors; ordered to be engrossed.
Mr Mickle reported back the bill in relation to the

White Water Valley canal company, with an amendment,
authorizing the auditor and treasurer ol State to adver-
tise and sell ihe rights and interests of the Siste and right
nf redemption in the White Water canal, on a credit of
one, two and three years, to give sixty day'e notice of
said sale, dec; which amendment waa concurred in, and
the bill read a 3d time and passed. -

By Mr Weils, a bill attaching a part of Jackson to the
county ul Lawrence; psssed to a d reading.
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after reviewinjj the facts, conies to tbe ccnclu--

The House resumed the consideration of the resolution.
lur a committee nf Eve to enquire into the expeaiency ni
letting out thd public printin Ac , to the lowest bidder

the qnestic n pending, being n laying the resolution on
the table :' which resolution did not prevail, ayea ow,

I
Ui'r-.- a VI.

Mr. Cravena moved that the resolution be indefinitely
postponed.

Mr. Cravens aaid. that he intended, during this session,
to vote lor every measure having a view tn economy and 'of
retrenchment. whr he believed the public interest 1

would not suffer. . But here, he believed, that such would
be the ease; and coming from the quarter that this reso-

lution did, with due deference to the gentleman Irom
Jennings, il appeared to assume a party bearing. Mr.
Cravens here read the report of Messrs. D9Iing, Stew-e- n

and Itattell, all of tlioin Whigs, and two of them
practical printers, made to the legislature, on thia sub-

ject, a lew years since, as a heiter argument than he could
advance, why no alteration in the law should take place.
Thia report lakea a full view of the whole ground, and
was made just previous to Ihe time Mr. Defrees was
elected, three years since. It embraced a letter from
Mr. J. P. Chapman, who, they ataled in the teport, waa
a g'od practical printer, uf much experience at the
eaai as well as the west, and who slated that the prices
were not too high. This letter was given by Mr. Chap-
man with the certainty that Mr. Detrees would be elect-
ed public primer, there being a large whig majority in
the legislature at the time.

Mr. Cravens here read a statement of the sums re-

ceived by ihe public printers during the laat nine years.
Fmm this it appeared that Dowlins &, Cole received for
three years about $27,000, Jacob P. Chapman $16,000,
and John U. Delrees would receive ubout $U,UUU.

Mr. Cravens now withdrew the motion to indefinitely
postpone, when

Mr. Mickle moved to strike out of the rea.liiiion the
word ' printing," so as to confine the investigation to the
binding, stationery, &c.

Mr. Lane was opposed to the amendment, and was op-
posed also to the indefinite postponement of the resolu
tion. He aaid, thai he had been informed that the print
ing could De executed twenty per cent, leas than at pre
sent in consequence of the introduction of ateani power
in printing. He had promised his constituents, last sum
mer, previous to his election, that he would vole to let
the printing nut by contract tu the lowest bidder, if the
interests I the Stale could be properly guarded. Print
ing was a mechanical business, and ahould be treated as
sucn.

Mr. Mickle would not make a speech; but was re
minded nf an anecdote of a physician, while attending a
patient lor the pleurisy, and who he cautioned against
eating roast pork. Notwithstanding the caution, the pa
tient ate a hearty meal and got well, this afforded
new wrinkle for the physician, an. F induced him to write
' roast pork good for pleurisy. Iiis next patient, how
ever, who took the new remedy, died under the opera
tion. He then wrote, "roast pork good for pleurisy
sometimes. S he perceived that the public printing
with aome gentlemen, was good for party sometimes.

Mr. Alley said, if printing was cheaper now than three
years ago, it was surprising that the periodicals of the
day had nor been reduced in price, which all knew nol
to be the case.

Mr. Graves would not be actuated by party in the
matter; but he wished the matter in veatignied, end would
vote according to the teport of the committee that might
be appointed, as he was ignorant of the subject- -

Mr. Pralher denied that lie had any party object to
gain by the resolution. He had no hostility to any edi
tor. He introduced the resolution because lie believed
the printing could be executed for something less than at
present The last years printing, it appeared by the
Auditor's renort. cost the State upwards of & 10.000. He
then told the anecdote ot a Dutch doctor that used some
kind, of bark as a sovereign remedy, which varied its
operation by scraping it upward or downward, and how
his whole system was thrown into confusion by scraping
it sideways, tn illustrate the object he had in view, &c.

Before the question was taken on striking out the word
printing,

Un motion nf Mr. Spencer, .
'

The House adjoornsd. '

Aircajiwe- - session.
The House proceeded to the consideration of messages

from the Senate.
Amendments nf the Senate lo several bills of the

House, were re id and concurred in.
The hill of ihe Senate to amend the charter of the

City of Richmond, waa read twice and referred.
The bill of the Senate to enable the Indiana Yearly

Meeting of Friends to hold and dispose of property for reli-giou- s,

educational and charitable purposes, was read three
times and passed.

The bill to increase the salary of the Probate Jodge cf
Posey county, waa read a third lime and indefinitely
postponed.

Bills Passed.

To amend the revised laws in relation to executions on
mortena-e- e ; to amend revised lawa in relation to duliee
of overseers of the poor, in regard to colored children ;

to amend the net authorizing the construction of plank
rods; in relation to the duties of auditor and recorder;
to amend the act relative to aelection of grand and petit
jurors; to amend revised laws so thai, hereafter, 25 per
cent, instead of 50 per cent, shall be charged on lauds
sold for taxes; to regulate jurora' fees in Adams and
other counties; to amend the chaiter of the city of le;

to change the time nf April term of Commis-
sioners Court in Jefferson county ; to amend the revised
road laws of 1849, giving discretionary power in a cer-

tain case; in telation to the change of names giving
power to Circuit Court ; relating to the Sullivan county
library; to confirm the Angola Plank Road Company;
to regulate the per diem for work done on roads in Ad-

ams and other counties; lo extend the time of holding
courts in Perry county; to authorize Wilcox to construct
bridge or culvert in Morgan county; to repeal the 4th
and 5llt sections of road act in Dearborn; relative to
Serninnty in Sullivan county; relative to board of com-

missioners uf Franklin county; tn legalize the acts of
commissioners appointed to locate a road in Fountain and
Tippecanoe; I repeal road act in Perry county; to ex-

plain certain sect ions in general road law, ao aa lo give
discretionary power, to be in force in certain counties ;
joint resolution relative to the barbarous, cruel and inhu-
man treatment of Hungary by ibe Austrian government;
a bill to incorporate the Harrison and Portman Turnpike
Company ; joint resolution for the purchase of one hun-

dred acres of land fir Deaf and Dumb Asylum ; to incor-
porate the Rising Sun and Versailles Turnpike Company;
to authorize Mnherniah Cheestnan to erect a mill dam;
a bill for the more speedy completion of the Indiana
Hospital for the Insane, appropriating $13,000 o erect
a building for the turbulent and boisterous; relative to
the maps, field notes, papers, &-- c , appertaining to land
titles of the State, to be depoaited in the State Library ;
for an appropriation of $2,000 for a State Fire Engine
for the protection of the State I rison, at Jefferson ville.

The Speaker laid before the House the proposition of
John R. Cider relative to the public priming.

Mr. Lane moved to refer to a select committee ; which
motion did not prevail.

Mr Cotton moved to refer to the committee of waya
and means; carried.

Mr Sherrod, on leave, offered a resolution, that the
House will, the Senate concurring, on Thursday next,
proceed to the election of a public printer and superin-
tendent uf the Northern Division of the Central canal.

Mr Cravena moved to atrike out so much of the resolu-
tion, aa relates to the Superintendent of the Northern Di-

vision of the Central canal ; which motion prevailed.
Mr Pratlier moved that the reaolution be laid upon the

table ; which motion did not prevail.
The resolution, as amended, waa then adopted, ayee 50,

noea 42.
The joint resolution on internal improvement waa read

a second time ; when
51 r Brown of S. moved that the joint resolution be

laid upon the table ; which motion did not prevail, ayea
31, noea 57 ordered to be engroaaed.

Mr. O'Haver, on leave, introduced a resolution that the
Hall be tendered to Mr. Lemonowsky, to lecture on the
history and downfall of Poland on evening ;
adopted, . : . .

Mr. Spencer introduced a bill relative to tbe 8urplus
Revenne and School FuuJ in Ohio county; pesaed lo a
second reading.

Mr. Elder offered a resolution thst the House will ad-

journ sine die on tbe 14th January; laid on the table.
Mr. Brown of 8., reported a bill declaring1 a certain

stream a public highway in Shelby county; passed to a
second reading.

By Mr. Landisa, to provide for the election of Township
assessor; passed to a second resding.

By Mr. Bowen, lo amend the Road law ao far aa Jeffer-
son county is concerned; pissed lo a second reading.

By Mr. Miller of M. and Fn to give Justices of the
Peace criminal jurisdiction in certain cases in Fulton
county, and Grand Juries restricted; passed to a second
resding.

On motion, ihe House adjourned.

Editors Statx Sertikxk.
Gentlemen: Your reporter in the House of Repre-24t-h,

sentatives marie me any, on the that there were

sixty negroes in Michigan, City. The reporter wis un- -

doubtedly mistaken in my location. The aobatance ol
what I aaid nn the occasion referred to, was, that in the
town where I resided, (Laporle,) agreeably to the last
census of the town, there were eitle negroes there, not
one of whonisiad been required lo give security, as jd

by the statutes of this State; that I believed thai
color should not be the test as to th i competency of an
individual tn iva testimnnv. but that the diameter and
credibility of the individual ahould be regarded as the
true qualifications of a witness, and thai if gentlemen re-

fused to repeal tha existing laws of the State on thai sub-

ject, I Should, before ihe adjournment or the legislature,
present a bill, the object ul which should be, to prevent
whitt persons Irom giving evidence against negroes.

W. MILL1ICAN.
IapiaHAroLts, Dec 3lb, 1843 .

The Disappearance of Sirs. Miller.
The Detroit Advertiser hae a lntj article, from the

- ...... .le stories winch have been ect ehual in
aome of tho newe papers of her having el.pod are un- -
warranted by anythmp; known. The only trace found

her was at the Falls, ai wc have' already stated,
where her new silk bonnet .or hood, tra moled uduii.
was found on the abutment of the bridge which leads
from the main shore tn Goat IUnd, about two hun-
dred feet from the shore. Her crap shawl, torn into
three pieces, tied t'rether by very hard knots, vas
fastened to the bridge, apparently to lef, herself dovn.
nrsl tn the abutmeuU, and luen lower heraelf stilt
urther towards the rapid current which sweeps over

the Fall- -.

Mrs. Miller ia twenty-si- x yea re of are. She wis
the mother of four children, the oldest and youngest .

of whom died in early infancy. To ber father, mother.
bruthers and eisters, she waa exceed lucly attached.
Tu her first and third child she affixed the name of
her father, and t her ytunrj;est the name of her mother.
She was married when she waa seventeen and a half
years old.

Jbrom infancy ehe poseecsed, when retired and in
the domestic circle of tha family, a touching and mel
ancholy expression of countenance. Tart of her
youthful education was receired at the nunnery in
this city. Slip was a short time at the academic in-

stitution of Madame Grelaud, in Philadelphia, and for
some months at that of Miss English, at Georgetown,
in the .District or lxIumbia.

That such a wumao, of a purity of soul never sus
pected, with a character unblemished, a christian
communicant from early with a fatnilv uion
whom all her eirthly affections were devotedly cen-
tered, could have been induced by any cauac, except
temporary mentd hallucination, tc-- attempt aelf-destrLcti-on

ia incredible. That Mie should have placed
hersdf in the power of a stranger, left her poor little
orphan children several hundred miles from any of
their relatione, helpless, thrown upon the mercy of
persons to whom they wero. unknown ; that ehe could
have done so, blighting tha hopes and affections, hu-
miliating the pride, tarnishing the reputation, lacera-
ting the feelings of her family and connections, is
much beyond the possibility of belief.

The prevalent opinion, at tLe ecene of the recent
tragedy, is more than probably correct. To that im-
pression her relations must adhere till eradicated byf
indubitable evidence of a different and worse catas-
trophe.

Plaxk Roads. R. D. Owen. We find in the Isst
number of the Cannelton Economiet a communication to
the editor from ihe pen of the Hon. R. D.Owen, on the sub-
ject of Plank Road. Mr Owen thinks that Plank Roads,
in the present stsge of progress and population in the west-
ern country are more suitable and profitable than Railroads.
He alao thinks that a "eingle track Plank road, (which is
said to answer every practical purpoae, except in the im-

mediate vicinity of populous cities) constructed over an
average line of country, where timber can be had at a
moderate price, and where there ia no unusual expense of
excavation or bridging, can be completed for from $1800
to 1900 per mile, if the management of the work be ju-
dicious and economical; al any rate for $2000. The lol- -
lowing extract from tbe Detroit Bulletin is given to show
the advantages to be derived by the public from a Plank
road: V. A. Bulletin.

"Scientific experiments have proved, that the same power
required to move one ton in a common lumber wag in on
a level earth road, will moe the same wagon with a load
of four and a half tons, on a level wood surface. One ton
ia the average practical load for a two horae team over a
tolerably level common rood; it follows that the eame team
can, with equal ease, draw a load of four and half tons on
a properly graded plank road. Practical results have pv-e- d

this true; for four ions is now the usual load for a twe
horse team on all plank roads where the land's surface has
been levelled to practical grades."

Mr. Owen then goes on to say:
"By the general plank road law of our Slate, the toll

per mile for a two horse team, is not to etceeJ two cents.
The practical result is then, that, by patins hrs tnl
mifc, a twe horse wagoner can quadruple hit load. Or,
we may work out the measure of advantage thus: Sup- -
poee a plank road fifteen suites Iog, the charge for healing
goods or produce over a common turnpike that distance,
let ds put at ten cents a hundred, though in fart over most
of our country roads, il considerably exceeds that amount.
Then, before the plank road was coei.-acted-

, a farmer or
other wagoner, could convey along iris road at each trip,
ene ton, receiving for ite conveyance, two dollar, and
paying no loll. Un the plank road, at one trip, he could
convey four tons, receiving at the eame rate, eight dollars
and paying thirty cents toll; netting therefore, seven dollars
and seventy Jtve cents. Of coarse, in practice, the rate of
hauling over a plank road would not remain the same; the
actual result would be that the rate would fall to about one
third what it now ia. The effect direct of thie would be.
lo raise, to the farmer the value of hie produce by facilita
ting its transportation to market; and tn lower the price of
the atora goods he may buy, by diminishing the coat of
transportation upon them."

Mr. Owen speaks of a proposed plank road from ML
Vernon to New Harmony, also one from Evansville te
New Harmony, &c We quote:

"A company is already organised, and their stock sub-
scribed, lo construct a plank road from our county seat,
ML Vernon to this villsge, New Harmony; and the citi-

zens of Cvsnsville have resolved to organize another for
the construction of a aimilar road from their town to this
place. We, on our part, have subscribed, in oar village,
twenty thousand dollars towards the continuation of the
road hence Weal aceroae Southern Illinoia, by way of Car-m- i,

McLeanaboro, Mt. Vernon, Nashville and Belleville, lo
St. Louis; the distance hence to St. Louis, ruing about 13 1

miles, and hence to Evansville, 26 milra making the dis-

tance from Evanaville to St. Louis 160 miles. I da not
doubt that a company will soon be organised, under the
general plank road taw of Illinois, to complete the entire
route.

On this road we cannot, of course, approsch railroad
tpeed. Let a stsge coach or an omnibus csr start at four
o'clock in the morning from Sansville, and reach St.
Louis at twelve o'clock the same night, and this is much
better than steamboat time. A four horse omnibus will
convey along a plank road 25 or 30 paasengers and their
baggage and would pay well charging each paaaenger
from Evansville to St. Louis, three dollars for the trip,
which i under steamboat rates.

Mr.' O. concluded hia commun'catioa thus :

If such a road caused the land on each aids of the line
along which it runs to advance in price, if withio one mile,
$1 pet acre if within two miles, fifty cents per ace if
within three miles, twenty five cents per acre, and it cio-n-ot

be reasonably doubted that it would cause a mcuh
greater average advance than that, then tbe increaae io the
price of land would overpay, by three or four hundred dol-

lars per mile the coat of the road."

Fire Bucket Company.
At a meeting of the boys of Indianapolis, helj at

the Court House, on Tuesday evening, Uec 18'.h, oa
motion, Capt. H. C. Fxaecso was called to the Chair,
and S. P. Oa a appointed Secretary.

The Chairman having explained the object of the meet-

ing to be the organization of a Bucket Company, a commit-

tee consisting of S. P. Ohr, Joseph R. Haugb, and George
E. Van Blaricum, wee appointed lo draft aui labia resolu-
tions, who reported the following.

1. Rtiolved, That it is expedient to orgsnize ourselves
into a Fire Bucket Company, if sufficient encouragement
be received from our ritixena and city authorities.

2. Resolved, That a committee of four be appointed to
draft a form of Constitution for auch a company, lo report
at our next meeting.

3. Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to
petition the City Council, in bebalf of this meeting, for art
appropriation of a sufficient sum to procure a suitable wag-

on, with a crate, and necessary apparatus, for the ose of
tbe company.

4. Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to
circulate among our citizens a subscription for the purpose
of procuring suitabls buckets for the use of the company.

5. Rciolvtd, That the committee last named, be in-

structed, also, to circulate among our citizens a petition te
the-Stat- e Legislature, to donate lo ua the buckets belonging
to ihe State and now lying useless in the Sute House.

The resolutions were unanimously adopted.
The Chair appointed, aa the committee provided for ia

the eernnd resolution, Messrs. Ohr, Van Blaricum, Haugb,
W. P. Duzan, and Pyle.

Second committee H. Coburn, jr., J. R. Haugh, and
D. Maguire.

Third eommitlee Thoe. Campbell, Chaa. E. Holland,

Jo. Teel. T. S. Beck, and T. E. Sargent.
On motion, it was ordered thai the last named commit-

tee be directed to delay proceedings nntil the action of the
council is known.

On motion, it was ordered that tbe proceedings of this
meeting be published ii the city pspers.

The meeting then adjourned.
H. C FERGUSON, Chairman-S- i

xos P. Oaa, Secretary.

If the Devil should lose his tail, where would bo get
another! In a dram shop, to be sure, where tbey re-ra- x

bad spirits. , .


